
Personal Support Worksheet 

This exercise is a tool for you to use in deciding if AmeriCorps is right for you at this point in time, so 

please be honest in your responses. We will not be collecting this from you, however you may be 

asked about it during the phone interview. 

 

1. Your apartment needs to be sprayed for bed bugs – yikes! Your landlord is willing to pay for 

it, but you have to stay out of the apartment for a full 48 hours. The cheapest hotel around is 

$60 a night, which you can’t afford. Where will you go? Is there someone local you can stay 

with? Who do you call to help you figure this out? 

 

2. Unbeknownst to you, the AmeriCorps child care assistance program was waiting on a form 

from you, and has not been paying your child care provider.  You now owe them $1,200 in 

back dues – and they won’t watch your children again until they are paid. What will you do? 

Who can you turn to watch your children in a pinch, or otherwise help you with this? 

 

3. Your car has been making some strange noises lately! On your way home from your site, you 

find yourself revving the engine and not going anywhere. Yep, it’s time for a new 

transmission. Your friendly local mechanic estimates this will cost you about $1800. You have 

approximately $300 in your savings account and a $1,000 available balance on your credit 

card. What do you do?  

 

4. It was a horrible day at your site. The concept your students understood yesterday after 45 

minutes of grueling work with you now seems completely foreign to them; your teacher 

switched lesson plans last minute, leaving you scrambling to keep up; and your plan for after 

school took 10 minutes instead of 50, leaving you with 40 minutes of leading impromptu 

games and breaking up student squabbles. Your cluster is mad at you for leaving your dirty 

dishes in the office – again – and you found out that your favorite student is gone and not 

coming back, having transferred schools without any warning.  You head home wondering 

why you’re serving in AmeriCorps and if you should even go back to your site. You don’t want 

to call your parents – they don’t understand why you’re working such long hours for so little 

pay doing this AmeriCorps thing. Who do you call? What would they tell you? 


